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PAGE 01 OTTAWA 01867 122254Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO 10-14 /027 W 

109083 131131Z/23 

R 122233Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7015 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
USMISSION USNATO 

UNCLAS OTTAWA 01867 

FOR EUR/CAN 

FOR USICA IEU 

EO 1 1652 NA 
TAGS NA 

SUBJECT: MEDIA REACTION: NEUTRON BOMB 

REF: OTTAWA 1844 


Message Text 


1 . FOLLOWING IS FULL TEXT TORONTO GLOBE AND MAIL EDITORIAL 
(APRIL 12) ON NEUTRON BOMB ENTITLED "ALL CLEAR?": 
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"NOW WHAT, EXACTLY, WAS THAT ANNOUNCEMENT? IS PRESIDENT 
JIMMY CARTER GOING AHEAD WITH A DECISION TO DEFER DEVELOP- 
MENT OF THE NEUTRON BOMB? OR IS HE DEFERRING A DECISION 
TO GO AHEAD WITH IT? OR IS HE DEFERRING A DECISION ON 
WHETHER TO GO AHEAD OR TO DEFER? IS IT NO TO YES, YES 
TO NO, OR WAIT-AND-SEE TO WAIT-AND-SEE? 
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2. A MONTREAL GAZETTE EDITORIAL ON APRIL 12 "POSTPONING THE 
BOMB" CHARACTERIZEDCARTERS DECISION AS A "COMPROMISE 
ON A COMPROMISE." EDITORIAL EXPRESSES UNCERTAINTY ABOUT 
EFFECTIVENESS OF NEUTRON WEAPON AS DETERRENT TO LARGE- 
SCALE DISASTER AND APPROVES NATO GOVERNMENTS' HESITANCY 
TO APPROVE DEPLOYMENT OF BOMB IN ORDER TO GAUGE DEGREE 
OF SOVIET RESTRAINT. GAZETTE CONCLUDES: "NO BOMB AT ALL 
IS JUST AS GOOD AS A SHARED ONE, AND MUCH CHEAPER." 
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